
 

 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1) 
 
 
Meeting: Cabinet 

Place: Council Chamber - County Hall, Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

Date: Tuesday 16 December 2014 

Time: 10.30 am 

 

 
The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 8 January 2014. Questions 
and a statement have since been received under public participation and are 
attached to this Agenda Supplement. 
 
Please direct any enquiries on this Agenda to Yamina Rhouati, of Democratic Services, 
County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, direct line 01225 718024 or email 
yamina.rhouati@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
Press enquiries to Communications on direct lines (01225)713114/713115. 
 
This Agenda and all the documents referred to within it are available on the Council’s 
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk  
 

 
 

7   Adoption of Wiltshire Core Strategy (Pages 1 - 8) 
 
Questions from Mr Patrick Kinnersly 
Letter from Fovant Parish Council 

 

8   Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership Governance(Pages 9 - 
10) 
 
Question from Mrs Charmian Spickernell 
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Wiltshire Council 
 
Cabinet 
 
16 December 2014 

 
 

Public Participation 
 

Item 7 – Adoption of Wiltshire Core Strategy 
 

Question from Mr Patrick Kinnersly, Secretary of the White Horse Alliance 
 

Response by Councillor Toby Sturgis, Cabinet member for Strategic Planning, 
Development Management, Strategic Housing, Property, Waste 

 
 
 
Question1 
 

(i) Will the council confirm that it fully accepts the Core Strategy inspector’s 
instruction to remove the safeguarding of the route of the A350 Westbury 
Eastern Bypass and will not in future seek to revive a project that no less 
than three planning inspectors have now advised against or rejected 
outright over the past decade? 

 
Response:  
 

(i) As set out in the Cabinet Report, the recommendation is for Council to 
accept the Inspector’s modification to replace the ‘saved’ policy on the 
A350 Westbury Eastern Bypass with Core Policy 66 ‘Strategic Transport 
Network’. 

 
 
Question2 
 

(i) Will the council now accept the inspector’s recommendation that the 
Special Landscape Area (SLA) designation should be retained for the 
Wellhead Valley and the escarpment of Salisbury Plain?   

 

(ii) Following the deletion of the council’s intended safeguarding of the 
eastern bypass route, will the council therefore now act on its ‘desire’, 
noted by the inspector at Para 405 of his report, ‘to be involved in any 
such discussions with Natural England and other bodies’ regarding the 
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potential of this area to become an extension to the Cranborne Chase 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty?   

 
 

(iii) Is the council now able to improve the chances of gaining national 
protection for this landscape by letting Natural England know, without 
further delay, that it supports the proposal?   

 
 
Response:  

(i) The Council has proposed to continue to save local plan policies on SLAs 
(including the SLA covering the Wellhead Valley), subject to results of an 
evidence based review which is due for completion in 2015 and will inform 
the Partial Review of the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The Inspector accepted 
the proposal, stating that “… the retention of existing Special Landscape 
Areas are warranted on an interim basis, albeit their thorough review 
should form part of the Landscape Strategy in due course” (paragraph 
157). 

 

(ii)  The Council still intends to engage in any boundary modification process 
relating to the Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB if and 
when such a process is commenced by Natural England.  However, to 
date no such process has been initiated by Natural England as the legally 
responsible agency. 

 

(iii)  The Council has not yet received any evidence or studies on a proposal 
from Natural England.  The Council is therefore not in a position to 
consider or reach a firm conclusion on the proposals and would not wish to 
prejudice any forthcoming engagement with the process, if and when it is 
initiated by Natural England. 
The Councils role in the boundary reviews of AONBs’ is one of consultee. 

 
 
 
Question 3 
 

(i) Will the council follow its own supplementary planning document on 
conservation of bats linked to the nearby European Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and subject the greatly enlarged Ashton Park urban 
extension and the related distributor road system to assessment against 
its own planning guidance?  
 

(ii) In view of the evidence submitted to the Examination in Public of the draft 
Core Strategy by Professor Altringham on behalf of the WHA, will the 
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council reassess the risk that breeding colonies of bats protected by 
European law will not survive recreational pressures on their habitats at 
Green Lane and Biss woods resulting from the Core Strategy plan to 
locate large human populations next to these woods?  
 

(iii) Will the council also assess the barrier and severance effects on these bat 
colonies of what appears to be a new eastern bypass for Trowbridge now 
under construction across likely commuting corridors for bats between 
woodland roosts east of Trowbridge and the hibernation roosts around 
Bradford-on-Avon and Bath?   

Response 
 

(i) The Council’s SAC guidance calls for early engagement, robust evidence 
and bespoke mitigation measures when dealing with development in 
certain areas of the County, including the Ashton Park site.  The Council 
has been in extended, ongoing negotiations with the developers, 
consultants and Natural England regarding the proposals for Ashton Park 
for several years in order to ensure that any impacts upon bats are 
understood and mitigated, as intended by the SAC guidance. 

 

(ii)  Updates to the Habitats Regulations Assessment undertaken since the 
Examination in Public hearings (August 2013 and April 2014) have taken 
into account all evidence received through the examination process, which 
included the evidence submitted and presented by Professor Altringham.  
In light of all such evidence, the Habitats Regulations Assessment process 
has concluded that the Wiltshire Core Strategy would not affect the 
integrity of the bat populations at Green Lane and Biss woods, and Natural 
England concurs with that conclusion. 

 
The Inspector considered both Professor Altringham and the Council’s 
perspective on protected species in relation to the strategic allocation at 
Ashton Park. His findings are set out in the report. 

 

(iii)  The Hilperton relief road was consented several years ago and was 
subject to full environmental assessment at that time, which included an 
assessment of impacts upon bats.  That assessment did not identify any of 
the qualifying species associated with the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats 
SAC, and as such that project would not have any likely significant effect 
upon those populations either alone or in combination with other plans and 
projects. 
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Question 4 
 

(i) Will the council consider lowering the proposed 50 mph speed limit on this 
road in order to reduce risks to the conservation of bats and to the safety 
and tranquility of residents in the new urban extension?  

 
Response 

(i) Speed limits are set in accordance with established local and national 
policy. The proposed speed limit along this length of road will be 
determined in accordance with the relevant statutory procedure. 

 
 
 
Question 5 
 

(i) What plans does the council have for identifying, creating and funding the 
‘green infrastructure’ required to provide these protected commuting 
corridors?   

 
Response: 

(i)  With specific reference to the Ashton Park development, the green 
infrastructure required to protect significant bat commuting corridors will be 
identified through survey work, incorporated into the masterplan and 
provided by the developer. In the long term, these will be protected and 
favourably managed secured by a planning condition / obligation.  The 
land may transferred and managed in the long term by either the Council, 
a management company or another third party, or a combination of these 
parties, details of which will be secured through S106 negotiations. 
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The Parish Clerk, 
Mrs C Churchill 
1 Tower Farm Cottages 
Quidhampton, 
Salisbury, Wilts. 
SP2 9AA 
 

Telephone: +44 (0)1722 743027 

E-mail:  fovantpc@btinternet.com 

Fovant Parish Council  Fovant Parish Council  Fovant Parish Council  Fovant Parish Council      
 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 

Cabinet 
Wiltshire Council 
County Hall 
Bythesea Road 
Trowbridge 
BA14 8JN 
 

 
Dear Cllr Jane Scott, Cllr John Thompson, Cllr Fleur de Rhe Phillipe, Cllr Keith Humphries, Cllr Laura 
Mayes, Cllr Jonathon Seed, Cllr Toby Sturgis, Cllr Dick Tonge, Cllr Stuart Wheeler, 

 
Cabinet meeting Tuesday 16th December 2014 
Fovant Parish Council wish to draw your attention to page 104 of Appendix 2 - adoption text 

Core Policy 27 (in accordance with Core Policy 1) lists  

Local Service Centres:  Tisbury 

Large Villages:   Fovant, Hindon and Ludwell 

Small Villages:   Ansty, Berwick St John, Charlton, Chilmark, Donhead St 

Andrew, Donhead St Mary, Fonthill Bishop, Fonthill Gifford, 

Sutton Mandeville, Swallowcliffe and Tollard Royal 

This is incorrect.  

It was accepted at the South Wiltshire Core Strategy Examination in Public in 2010, and at a 
subsequent meeting with Mr Milton, that Fovant failed to meet the criteria for a Secondary / Large 
Village. 

It is noted that Fovant’s failure to meet these criteria has not been temporary, it is still the case some 4 
years later. 

Fovant Parish Council wishes Cabinet to ensure that this error is amended and that Fovant is classed 
as a Small Village in the Wiltshire Core Strategy to be presented to the Extraordinary Full Council 
meeting on 20th January 2015. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs C Churchill 

Clerk to Fovant Parish Council 
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Wiltshire Council 
 
Cabinet 
 
16 December 2014 

 
 

Public Participation 
 

Item 7 – Adoption of Wiltshire Core Strategy 
 

Response to Fovant Parish Council  
from Councillor Toby Sturgis, Cabinet member for Strategic Planning, 

Development Management, Strategic Housing, Property, Waste 
 

 
In the South Wiltshire Core Strategy Fovant is identified as a ‘Secondary Village’, 
which is the equivalent status to ‘Large Village’ in the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The 
status of the village was discussed at the South Wiltshire Core Strategy Examination 
in Public and the Inspector having considered the evidence did not indicate that the 
plan should be modified to alter Fovant’s status. The Wiltshire Core Strategy 
Inspector has maintained this position. It is not in the gift of the Council to alter this 
report even if we should want to do so.  
 
Its classification is based on applying a consistent methodology across Wiltshire’s 
settlements including the fact that the village has a modest level of services (it 
currently has one functioning pub - The Pembroke Arms, a post office, a village shop 
and a doctor's surgery) making it suitable for some growth in a fairly sustainable 
manner. Its classification as a ‘Large Village’  means that although there will be 
some prospect of modest growth in keeping with the size and context of the village, 
no significant growth is planned. The settlement boundary is to be retained, although 
subject to review, and development will be managed to sympathetic infilling within 
that boundary unless sites are identified through a neighbourhood plan or site 
allocations plan, which will be subject to consultation.   
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Wiltshire Council 
 
Cabinet 
 
16 December 2014 

 
 

Public Participation 
 

Item 8 - Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership Governance 
 

Question from Mrs Charmian Spickernell 
 

Response by Councillor Jane Scott, OBE, Leader of the Council 
 

 
Question 
 
With the Government seeking to involve and engage the business community in 
setting local economic priorities including funding for transport, does this mean 
others will be left out altogether?  While joint working between Swindon and Wiltshire 
Councils and the setting up of the Joint Overview and Scrutiny Task Group is 
welcomed, where in the governance rules is debate among Councillors other than 
those on the JSEC provided for, and where is public involvement provided for? Will 
democracy prevail? 
 
 
Response   
 
The Swindon and Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) is a non statutory 
joint local authority-business bodies’ partnership created to promote sustainable 
economic growth within the Wiltshire and Swindon area. 
 
Debate on issues of sustainable growth pertaining to Wiltshire remains within 
Wiltshire Council’s decision making process.  The purpose of the LEP is to 
encourage effective joint working between the individual bodies to promote effective 
joint working to achieve the LEP’s aims of sustainable economic growth within the 
Swindon and Wiltshire Area.  
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